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"We Are
Grateful”

I hope you all had an enjoyable Thanksgiving Holiday. The
students at the Sapa Un Catholic Academy (Sapa un) had a great

Thanksgiving meal before heading out on a well-deserved
Thanksgiving holiday. They are now back into the academic
challenges of school, on their journey to a bright future. All staff
of the St. Francis Mission also enjoyed the Thanksgiving Holiday
and are looking forward to the Christmas Holiday.

We have begun the process for Sapa Un to become a Jesuit
Sponsored School. We will be working with the Midwest Jesuit
Province on this effort. The Jesuit model of education has proven
to be successtul for students from elementary school through
college throughout the country. Personally, I have not seen
another model of education as successful.

SAPA UN
STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

When I grow up I want to be...
7th grader (left) - a firefighter
5th grader (right) - a veterinarian

Our past leaders, Chief Spotted Tail of the Sicangu Lakota
(Rosebud Sioux) as well as Chief Red Cloud of the Oglala Lakota,
our relatives of the Pine Ridge Reservation to our west, knew
what they wanted for our people. They both traveled to
Washington DC and met with President Rutherford B. Hayes and
specifically asked for the Sapa Un (Black Robes/Jesuits) to come
and educate our children. Becoming Jesuit sponsored, will
continue Sapa Un’s quality of education and will only make it
better by allowing an annual assessment to ensure that we are on
the right track for academic achievement; growing new
generations of leadership for our people.

In this season of giving by showing our generosity for others, we
need to remember the less fortunate. Especially those who have
very little to give during these hard but joyous times. I have come
to know those that have less to give are usually the most
appreciative. We want to share our joy and peace for others as we
celebrate the Christmas Holiday!
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Through our work here at St. Francis Mission, we serve the
students at Sapa Un who need a quality education, and in
addition, all those in need of spirituality through our parishes
and religious education programs. Our Dental Clinic continues
providing a needed service that is lacking is our communities.
Our Recovery Program assists those in need of getting away from
the ravages of alcohol, drugs and gambling. The Buechel
Memorial Lakota Museum continues to provide our people with
the learning of our history through exhibits of how our people
lived and thrived before we were confined to reservation life. Our
ancestors, just like Chief Spotted Tail’s vision for education, knew
they had to preserve our language, culture and customs, and
worked with Fr. Eugene Buechel to establish a collection that
eventually evolved into this Museum.

Please keep us in prayer...
and in mind for your
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In the spirit of the Christmas Holidays, we are most grateful that
we are still here and can continue to meet the needs of the
Sicangu Lakota (Rosebud Sioux) through our programs. We
cannot do this without your generosity of giving to our Mission.
We appreciate every gift we receive. We will remember you in our
prayers this Holiday Season. May Tunkasila (God) bless you this
Christmas Season and in the coming New Year!

Sincerely yours,
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Rodney Bordeaux

President,
St. Francis Mission : ==




