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MAKING  
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Guided by Faith,  

Powered by Generosity:  

Reflections on a Year of Growth



 

I am honored to introduce myself as the new director of advancement for 

St. Francis Mission. Born and raised in St. Francis, South Dakota, and a 

proud member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, my life has been shaped by 

the mission’s work from the very beginning.

As a Lakota Catholic, I was baptized here at St. Charles Borromeo parish 

by Fr. Richard Jones, SJ. Over the years, I’ve grown alongside St. Francis Mission—starting as a high 

school summer worker, then supporting our programs as executive assistant to Fr. John Hatcher, SJ, when 

he was SFM president. Today, I’m pleased to help guide and expand our mission in meaningful ways by 

sharing news and raising funds.

This role is both a privilege and a learning experience, and I am eager to give back to the place that has 

given so much to me and our Lakota community. I work alongside our dedicated team, supporting SFM’s 

powerful programs that impact lives in education, faith, recovery, and cultural preservation.

In this special end-of-year newsletter, you’ll find highlights of our work and some of the results we’ve 
achieved in 2024. Every program we offer—each success story—exists because of your generosity. With 
your support, we’re making a difference, helping our Lakota people thrive.

As we reflect on this year’s achievements, please consider giving during this holiday season to help us 

carry this vital work forward. Thank you for your kindness and belief in our mission, our people, and 

the brighter future we’re building together.

Pilamaya – thank you from the 

heart – and warm regards,  

Caroline DeCory 

Director of Advancement
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Providing education

As we wind down 2024, I’m happy to report about the 

wonderful energy and excitement among Sapa Un Je-

suit Academy staff and students.  
 

Here are a few highlights.

•  In May, we graduated our largest class to date. All are 	

    doing well at their respective high schools. 

•  Our eighth grader running cross-country is now 	

     running with a high school varsity team.

•  In September, we hosted an open house, with about 	

    75 percent of our families attending.

•  Recently, following our Tiospaye time where we challenge our students to reflect on their relationships 		
    with each other in our family, we began our fall clubs – including science, cooking, planting, sculpture, 		

    Lakota drum group, and Lakota handgames.  

•  In spring, most of our middle school, and kindergarten and first-grade students, tested at or above grade 	
    level, and one first grader was in the highest percentile.

We are proving the success of our students AFTER Sapa Un.  
 

With gratitude, 

Fr. Jim Lafontaine, SJ

Director, Sapa Un Jesuit Academy

HIGHLIGHTS from 2024  

GROWING IN FAITH

Religious education at SFM is thriving. Following the liturgical calendar, we use the Pflaum Publishing Group 
weekly Gospel curriculum and implement the diocesan curriculum. Lakota values are an important element 
of our teaching, and they inform our classroom rules. We also incorporate Lakota language into our prayers. 

Students enrolled in our religious education program include the following schools:

•   Rosebud – 143 in first-fifth grades                •   Spring Creek – 24 in K-eighth grades 

•   He Dog – 56 in K-eighth grades                    •   Sapa Un – 44 in K-eighth grades 

Our Youth Group had a busy year with reservation-wide community outreach. They assisted in our annual 
summer Body, Mind, and Soul Camps that serve youth in different communities. Volunteers from Loyola High 
School and Tampa Jesuit High School supported these efforts. They also collaborated with and participated 
in Rosebud Sioux Tribe programs including youth fishing derbies, suicide awareness walks/runs, parish  
activities, mental health awareness walks, youth day booths, movie nights, and more. 

In partnership, 

Jennifer Bordeaux-Black Bear

Director of Religious Education

    2024 Sapa Un Graduates



Promoting Wellness

A key element of our work at SFM is provided through the recovery program, which addresses the  

ongoing problem of alcoholism and addiction on the Rosebud Reservation. 

Each week, we’re growing stronger, with more participants joining and finding support on their recovery 
journey. The group is expanding its outreach to surrounding communities, bringing hope and resources  

to even more people in need. Lives are truly being transformed!

We host seven 12-step meetings each week in the Rosebud area: 

•   Three at the Rosebud Sioux Tribe Adult Correctional Facility 

•   Three at White River Recovery Center
•   One at the Rosebud Sioux Tribe Alcohol Treatment Program 

We also host an “Open Recovery” group at our Icimani Ya Waste Recovery Center in St. Francis.
 

This year featured four recovery retreats at the Sioux Spiritual Center in Howes, South Dakota – with  

each typically serving about four people from this area.  

 

Because addiction does not just affect the person suffering from the disease, we provided a codependency 
workshop in April, with 20 people attending.

 

By carrying the message of our experience, strength, and hope, we are creating a greater awareness of  

the need and offering effective solutions. Thank you for supporting this life-changing work! 

In service,  

Jim Stands

Recovery Director

 

 

We will remeber you in our 

prayers this Holiday Season. 

May Tunkasila (Great Spirit) 

bless you this Christmas and  

in the coming year.
 First Communion Class of 2024

HIGHLIGHTS from 2024  



  Yes, I would like to support Saint Francis Mission.P

  
Message from Fr. Edmund

As we approach the blessed season of Christmas, I extend my heartfelt 

thanks to all who have supported the work of St. Francis Mission. Your 

generosity is a gift that lifts up our community in countless ways. 

Please know that you are in my prayers this Christmas and as we begin the new calendar year. May God’s 
blessings be with you and your loved ones. 

I humbly ask that you continue to support and pray for us, that we may serve faithfully and bring hope to 

those in need. 

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!

 

Fr. Edmund Yainao, SJ, Pastor

St. Francis Mission

 
This gift is in q honor or q memory of:  ______________________________________________ 

 

q Please pray for:___________________________________________________________________

 

Make your gift online at www.sfmission.org/YE2024  

You can make a donation via credit card, debit card, or directly from your bank account.  

You will also be able to set up a recurring gift or just make a one-time gift. 

Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. We will never share your personal information with any other person or organization.  |  EIN# 46-6000-411

Your gift today will change people’s 

lives every day. Each of our programs 

– founded on Catholic values and Lakota 

culture – are helping to create a healthy 

community on the Rosebud Reservation. 

Thank you for being a part of it!

Please detach reply card and return in the enclosed envelope.

   

to support programs to improve the wellbeing of the Lakota community on 

the Rosebud Reservation. (Please make checks payable to St. Francis Mission)

As you can tell from the outcomes we’ve highlighted in this newsletter,  

help from donors like you has facilitated great strides in our work! 

But challenges continue, and opportunities for improvement abound.  

Please send a gift today. Together, we do amazing things!



Saint Francis Mission

PO Box 499

St. Francis, SD 57572

Connect Wi� Us!   
 
 

how can you help us  

in our mission?  
 

s  Let us know what you think of our  	

    newsletter – or anything else!	 

s  Pray for us.  

s  Follow us on Facebook, YouTube, 	

    and Instagram, and share posts  

    with your family and friends. 

 

s  Donate now at  

    www.sfmission.org/YE2024

What Your Gifts Helped Achieve in 2024 

THANK YOU!

Recovery: 

29 meetings a month

300 people  

attending

Academics:

44 students in K-8 

6 students  

graduated in May

11 new students
Religious  

Education:

4 schools served  

6 communities  

served 

Religious  

Education:

267 students  

enrolled (an  

increase from 225 
last year) 

Preserving History: 

Buechel Museum 

increase in visitors 

for Summer 2024 

St. Francis Mission | PO Box 499 | St. Francis, SD 57572  |  www.sfmission.org  |  605-747-2361


