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HOW CAN YOU HELP US O Box 499
IN OUR MISSION? St. Francis, SD 57572

'Francis Mission

AKOTA,

Let us know what you think of our
newsletter — or anything else!

Pray for us.
Follow us on Facebook, YouTube,
and Instagram, and share posts

with your family and friends.

Donate now at
www.sfmission.org/newsletter

Visit us! Call 605-747-2361 to
arrange a meeting and tour.
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Dear Friends,

As we begin this new year, I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude for your support of St. Francis Mission. It is only
through the generosity of our partners that we can help people on the Rosebud Reservation build stronger foundations
for brighter futures.

This newsletter highlights one way your gifts make a difference: fighting hunger. Research shows that communities like
ours have unique challenges that make affording nutritious food more difficult, including transportation issues, low-wage
jobs, and underemployment.

But food also serves vital purposes beyond its ability to sustain a healthy life. Sharing
a meal — “breaking bread” - is deeply engrained in human history. We celebrate this
universal experience in both Catholicism and the Lakota tradition and way of life.

Here, sharing a communal meal has great meaning for the whole “oyate” (Lakota for
people, or nation). Food is also used as medicine and a way to honor each other.
Through food, every SFM program manifests at least two of our Lakota values:
generosity and kinship.

For these reasons, food is a substantial part of SEM’s budget. It plays a key role in the
work God calls us to do. To supporters like you, who help us in our mission, I proclaim,
“Wopila Tanka” (thank you greatly)!

In Chr1sts peace,
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Fr. Edmund Yainao, SJ
Pastor, St. Francis Mission
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MAKING AN IMPACT

Nourishment for the Body, Mind, and Soul:

Addressing hunger and promoting kinship in our communities


https://forms.donorsnap.com/form?id=387d64a9-06f7-4bd4-9a67-bb82177f38b2
https://forms.donorsnap.com/form?id=387d64a9-06f7-4bd4-9a67-bb82177f38b2
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Dear Friends,

Thank you for your interest in the work of St. Francis Mission. Although
there isn't space here to share all that is happening, I have a few messages
of note.

First, the topic of this newsletter is how we at SEFM address hunger and
offer opportunities for our people to come together for shared meals.
Sadly, food insecurity is a tragic condition here.

Sometimes, it’s temporary — due to a missed paycheck or no paycheck,
or unexpected expenses, requiring trade-offs between other basic needs
and nutritional foods. But all too often it’s a chronic issue caused by
poverty. According to the US Census Bureau, two of the counties we
serve — Todd and Mellette — are among those with the highest poverty
rates in the US.

Lakota communities have a deep tradition of cultivating and sharing
food that nourishes our people and culture. Inspired by our ancestors,
we are working to reclaim our food sovereignty. In the meantime, we
are grateful to our donors, and to Feeding South Dakota, for helping us
ensure access to healthy foods.

Second, I have some unfortunate news about the St. Francis Mission
Dental Clinic, which provided much-needed health care to our people
from 2013 to 2024. Recently, while reviewing the cost increases among
all of our ministries, the SFM Board of Directors had to make the
difficult decision to close the clinic. However, in collaboration with the
Rosebud Sioux Tribe’s Health Administration, efforts are underway for
the Tribe to take over and fund the clinic - with hopes of reopening in
2025.

We greatly appreciate the support of all our donors and volunteers,
whose compassion and dedication have made the clinic a success for so
long - and in so doing, had a profound impact on countless lives. Please

go to https://stmission.org/dental-clinic/ for more information.

Last but not least, I would like to introduce Fr. Greg Lynch, SJ, who
will be assisting us in our advancement and donor relations efforts. You
may receive a phone call from him to check in, say thank you, or offer a
prayer. We welcome his help and can't wait to share him with you!

Rodney Bordeaux
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President, St. Francis Mission
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Food plays a role in all of SFM’s programs. Here are just a few examples.

A healthy snack doesn’'t sound like much. But when you're a growing child,
and your family’s income prohibits getting one at home, it can make a big
difference. That's why we provide snacks for 267 students each week during
religion classes in the four schools we serve.

Healthy meals are even more important — especially during the summer,
because some children on the Rosebud Reservation don't receive regular
daily meals outside of school. That’s why we provide healthy breakfasts and
lunches during our Body, Mind, & Soul Summer Camps.

Healthy food is vital to learning and development. That’s why we serve break-
fast and lunch at Sapa Un Jesuit Academy. And we include family members on
special occasions.

Religious education snacks

Recovery from addiction requires community, and it requires nutrition. Sometimes, taking that difficult first step to-
ward wellness is being welcomed with refreshment. That’s why we host a weekly meal at our Icimani Recovery building.

And there’s much more. Our Youth Group and four parishes all enjoy eating together regularly. Plus, through our
collaboration with Feeding South Dakota, we provide mobile food pantries once a month in Parmelee and St. Francis

communities. As many as 200 boxes of food are distributed at each site.

These initiatives are vital to SFM’s goals to promote healthy communities on the Rosebud Reservation.
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If you are moved to support SFM
financially, please ask if your em-
ployer participates in a matching
gift or workplace giving program.
If it does, please:

+ Obtain a matching gift form
from your employer (from the
human resources or payroll
office)

Complete the donor section
of the form
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EIN: 46-6000-411



