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Buechel Memorial  
Lakota Museum 
Welcomed 500+ 
Visitors in 2025
Schools and universities represented 
include:

Sinte Gleska University, University of 
South Dakota, Todd County School 
District, St. Francis Indian School, 
Mahpiya Luta Heritage Center, and more.

They came from across the United 
States:

Washington, D.C., New Jersey, Arizona, 
Massachusetts, Colorado, Iowa, Maryland, 
Pine Ridge, SD, Wyoming, Ohio, 
Wisconsin, North Carolina and more.

Guests even visited from other parts of 
the world:

Czech Republic, Finland, Germany, South 
America, Brazil, France, Italy, Denmark, 
England, and Norway

Artifact Donations

Families continue to donate valuable 
cultural items—including a winter count* 
and buffalo hide—to strengthen and 
preserve our historic collection. These 
gifts demonstrate the trust our community 
places in us to safeguard Lakota heritage.

What visitors say:
“I was moved by the stories 
preserved here—this museum 
brings Lakota history to life with 
such respect and spirit.”

“Walking through the museum 
felt like stepping into the heart 
of Lakota heritage. It was an 
unforgettable experience.”

“I’m amazed by how much history 
is contained in this small but 
powerful museum. The artifacts 
spoke louder than words.”

“We are so grateful that the Jesuits 
cared so much to hold our artifacts 
safely for decades so the younger 
generation may continue to learn 
our way of life.”

* pictorial histories recording tribal events



Academic Outcomes (Fall Testing) 
include the following:

	✸ Reading: 28 students above grade 
level; 2 on grade level

	✸ Math: 25 students above grade 
level; 2 on grade level

	✸ Attendance: Improved to 95% 
— excellent

	✸ Graduate Success: All grad-
uates continue to excel in high 
school, with multiple students 
ranking at the top of their class.

	✸ In addition, parent involvement 

Religious Education led 
by Jenny Black Bear is 
a vital part of life here
Parents express gratitude for a safe 
environment where their children 
grow in faith and serve the commu-
nity. Here are some highlights:

132 students enrolled in 2025
Communities Served

	✸ He Dog (60)
	✸ Spring Creek (36)
	✸ Sapa Un (36)

The Lakota value of community is primarily embodied by the concept 
of Kinship (Wotitakuye), which extends the definition of family to the 
entire Tiyospaye or extended family, including the wider band and the 
whole Lakota nation.

The Catholic value of community emphasizes our social nature as 
human beings, fostering solidarity, mutual support and a commitment 
to the common good through shared faith, responsibility and action. It 
involves caring for the vulnerable, and working together so everyone can 
flourish and experience belonging. 

A stu-
dent shared 

that during a hard 
moment at home, 
they remembered 
to pray and talk to 
Jesus — “it helped 

me get through 
it.”

Guided by caring teachers and supported by engaged families, 
our students are reaching remarkable milestones.

In Jenny’s work, faith becomes real—through 
prayer, stories, and moments that guide students 
for life.

has increased through monthly 
goals for reading to and with 
students. And Sapa Un alumni 
return periodically to tutor cur-
rent students. 

A parent said:

“I will always credit Sapa Un for my 
daughter’s success in high school. She 
was well prepared and is now first in 
her class. I owe so much to the Jesuit 
education and Lakota leaders who 
guided her onto the right path in life.”

Sapa Un Jesuit 
Academy is Creating 
Young Scholars

What donors &  
volunteers say:
“If you want to feel like 
a million bucks, visit the 
students! Sit with them 
at lunch. These students 
are amazing and powerful 
human beings.” 



Recovery Program is promoting well-being  
and quality of life

Our Offerings:
	✸ 3 meetings a week at the Rosebud Sioux Tribe Adult Correctional Facility

	✸ 3 meetings a week at the White River Recovery Center

	✸ 1 meeting each week at the Rosebud Sioux Tribe Alcohol Treatment Center

	✸ Ongoing open recovery group at the Icimani Ya Waste Recovery Center in 
St. Francis

“Working with the children 
in the Body, Mind & Soul 
camps is life-changing. These 
children are a gift from God.”

What donors &  
volunteers say:
“We’re hooked as vol-
unteers—we’re already 
booked for next year!”  
(Sacred Heart Volunteers, 
Bellevue, WA)

Sapa Un alumni return periodically to tutor current 
students. 

Summer Body, Mind & Soul Camps
	✸ 150 youth participants
	✸ 40 volunteers

One student says her 
favorite part of class 
is learning prayers in 
Lakota.

Deacon Ben Black Bear Jr. and Eugene Iron Shell Jr. 
exemplify faith in action as they lead our community 
in worship and service.

With gentle guidance, Jenny Black Bear teaches 
our students about God’s love and presence in their 
lives.



Parish Life is 
Vibrant Here
Sacramental and Liturgical 
Life includes the following:
Weekend Mass: All four churches, 
every Sunday

Weekday Mass: St. Charles and 
St. Bridget’s (Fridays and Wednes-
days)

Holy Days of Obligation: Held at 
St. Thomas

Baptisms in 2025: 13

First Communions in 2025: 18

Confirmations in 2025: 5

Faith, Family, Youth, and Service—Alive and Thriving at St. Francis Mission.

	✸ Because of 
caring people 
like you, 140 
children are 
growing in the 
faith this year.

	✸ Thanks to 
donors like 
you, more 
than half 
of Sapa Un 
students 
are above 
grade level in 
reading and 
math.

	✸ Because of 
generous 
people like 
you, 500 
visitors 
learned about 
Lakota history 
this summer!

	✸ Thanks to 
you, we serve 
numerous 
relatives 
seeking 
recovery and 
healing.

Thank you!

The steady growth of our parish community shines 
through moments like this beautiful baptism, 
welcoming another child into God’s family.



A warm hello and peace of Christ!
CANTE WASTE NAPE CIYUZAPELO (Hello my relatives, I greet you with warm heart and handshake).
I consider 2025 to be the most difficult and challenging – yet fruitful – of my nine years of ministry on the Rosebud. It started with an EF-1 
tornado hitting us hard. And then, while we were still recovering, we endured a strong hail storm, wreaking havoc on many of our rooftops. 
However, we did not allow the fury of nature to dampen our zeal for the souls in our care. Besides conducting three Bible camps for the 
youth, we participated wholeheartedly in many events – including powwows, parades, aware-
ness walks for mental health and suicide prevention – all demonstrating that SFM is fully 
dedicated to our Oya’te (community). 
And there is more hopeful news to report: The introduction of the Rosary before Masses, our 
weekly radio program, family visits, and persistent emphasis on the need for prayer at the fami-
ly level have unleashed a greater zest for God. Small steps but giant leaps! 
We now have a wonderful choir at St. Charles as well. Upon hearing its melodious singing, one grandma nostalgically exclaimed, “Wow! St. 
Charles’ Church truly feels like yesteryears’ church. It feels so homey!” Kudos to our Filipino teachers and friends for leading the way. 
With many more new initiatives under way to enliven our church community, I can say with joy and confidence that the best has just be-
gun. God be praised for all the blessings and especially for the increase in faith.
And thank YOU for your generosity. Gifts from our supporters are vital to SFM’s ability to carry out God’s will for our people. 
Will you please consider sending a gift today? 
As we engage in this season of giving and sharing, we thank God, our loving father who gave us the best possible gift – Jesus Christ our 
Savior, the REASON for the SEASON. Yes, Jesus Christ is the reason behind everything we do here at St. Francis Mission. 
Wopila Tanka (Big Thank You my Relatives), for your magnanimity and unfailing support in helping us do what we do here at SFM. Please 
know that you are all in our humble prayers. God Bless and Shalom!

Message from Fr. Edmund

Jesus Christ is the 
Reason behind 
everything we do here at 
St. Francis Mission

3 YES! I want to support St. Francis Mission’s important work.

Gift Amount: o $20      o $50      o $100      o $250      o $500      o Other.........................................................

(Please make your check payable to St. Francis Mission)

I would like to make this a monthly gift of $ ............................

I am interested in including St. Francis Mission in my estate plans. Please contact me.

Phone.......................................................... Email......................................................................................................

This gift is in o honor or o memory of: ....................................................................................................................

Thank you for helping us live the Lakota values of generosity, prayer, and compassion through  
your gift today. With you, we are making a difference — one act of kindness at a time.

You can also make your  
gift online by visiting  

sfmission.org/secure-donation 
or by scanning this QR code.

St. Francis Mission | P.O. Box 499
St. Francis, SD 57572-0499
605-747-2361 | www.sfmission.org

Please consider saving the cost of a stamp by making your gift online. It’s easy and secure, and will make a difference faster.

!



Connect with Us!
How can you help us in our 
mission?

	✸ Let us know what you think of 
our newsletter — or anything 
else!

	✸ Pray for us.

	✸ Follow us on Facebook and 
YouTube, and share posts with 
your family and friends.

	✸ Donate now at www.sfmission.
org/newsletter

	✸ Visit us! Call 605-747-2361 to 
arrange a meeting or tour.

Double your impact!
If you are moved to support 
SFM financially, please ask if 
your employer participates in a 
matching gift or workplace giv-
ing program. If it does, please:

	✸ Obtain a matching gift form 
from your employer (from the 
Human Resources or Payroll 
office)

	✸ Complete the donor section of 
the form

Thank you!
EIN 46- 6000-411

As Christmas approaches, I am reminded of how Jesus was received during his journey 
of preaching the Gospel. He was not fully accepted as the Son of God until his death 
and resurrection, and even then, his followers were persecuted. 

This makes me think of our journey as Lakota or Indigenous people in this land of 
plenty, where we were persecuted for being different and having our own way of life. 
Our people have survived against all odds. It took our Chief Spotted Tail and Chief 
Two Strike to ask U.S. President Rutherford B. Hayes to send the Black Robes/Jesuits 
to educate our children locally so we could survive in the new world and society of the 
19th Century.

I am always grateful for the perseverance of our ancestors; it is through their 
determination to survive, and to preserve our culture, that we are here today. I am also 
grateful to all our donors and the Jesuits for continuing to collaborate with us so that 
we can thrive as Lakota. 

During this festive season, we are extremely thankful for your continued support 
for what we do here at St. Francis Mission – and we humbly ask you to consider 
increasing your financial assistance as the year comes to a close.
On behalf of all we serve, I want to wish all of you and yours a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

Message from Rodney Bordeaux

Saint Francis Mission
PO Box 499  
St. Francis, SD 57572


